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Customer Move on Guide Lines 

Customers may be required to 

Have fill on hand, such as clay, earth or gravel 

Have traction compound on hand (such as gravel or sand) 

Have heavy equipment on hand such as cats with winches or large hoes. 

Variables that have a large impact on the move 

Essentially the problem is getting the building from the roadway to the foundation in correct alignment.  There are 

several key issues that can make this a problem. 

 Width of lane, width of main road. 

 Available space on site 

 Orientation of foundation relative to access lane 

 General soil conditions 

 Grading of soil in all areas accessed 

 Elevation of off load area 

 Weather conditions 

 Locations of obstacles such as forestry and other buildings. 

In some cases the mover can accommodate problems as a normal part of the move. 

In some cases the owner has to provide means to help the mover gain access to the foundation.  Some of the problems 

can be to a degree that it is not possible or reasonable to get the building to the foundation without having the 

customer make alterations to accommodate the move.   

We attempt to provide a guide to help prepare the buyer for the move.  XXXX  



 

Laneway grading requirements 

There are a large number of variables to consider when determining the requirements for lane width.  Some of the 

factors are: 

 Width of the lane 

 Width of the main road 

 Depth of the ditches 

 Steepness of ditches 

 Angle of turn 

 Soil conditions (both the degree of hardness and traction) 

It is beyond the scope of this document to determine how all the variables will affect the turn and establishing a scope 

of guide lines that can accommodate even several conditions.  The problem is just too complex to be shortened to that 

degree.  We are providing some diagrams with fill requirements for a 90 degree turn from a 25’ main roadway onto a 

16’ wide drive.  If the variables above are changed, the amount of fill required can change dramatically.  It is critical 

that the building be able to exit the roadway and get 

safely onto the property when it arrives.  It is 

important to always have the mover view the 

conditions and make recommendations. 

In the example to the left, a 12’ wide trailer is used to 

move a house onto a 16’ wide lane.  Note there are 

still filling requirements. 

I always ask customers to imagine trying to turn a 

truck with a 53’ long trailer on to the drive, and then 

imagine something longer and wider. 

It’s also important to note that we cannot drop our 

wheels into the ditch or off the road to accommodate 

the turn. 

Often customers are surprised by the amount of fill 

required to get the building on site. 

  



The diagram to the left shows a beams and dollies 

configuration with a 16’ wide bunk setting.  Note 

the dramatic increase in area needed to make the 

turn. 

A 16’ wide bunk is our most common bunk size.  It 

is common for us to ask for the approach to be up 

to 50’ wide at the road side to accommodate the 

turn.  Narrow roads such as this 25’ road greatly 

increase the need for fill.  A wider road like a 35’ 

wide road, decreases the fill needed dramatically. 

When we consider road widths, we always 

consider the drivable portion of the roadway and 

not the portions inclined into the ditch.  These 

plans already consider that we will drop our steer 

and dolly wheels into these areas. 

 

When viewing these diagrams, also consider the 

area needed to make turns between trees.  Note 

that the width required to made a turn through 

trees is much more than just a few feet wider than 

the building. 

We are often asked to attempt moving a building 

through tree openings only a few feet wider than the building.  A few feet wider than the building would only be a 10% 

increase in size.   

This is like asking the driver of a car to make a turn through an opening only 6”1-/2” wider than the car.    The degree 

that trees need to be removed depends on the radius of turn we need to make, the width and length of the building, 

the amount of traction and firmness of the surface or ground and if there is any tilt to the left or the right. 

 

  



The diagram to the left shows a building with 

a 18’ bunk.  Note the increase in fill area 

again. 

These diagrams show a 90 degree turn.  In 

cases where an elevated roadway on the 

property is not used, and the area is clear of 

trees and obstacles and the ground is level 

and hard it is often possible to reduce the 

amount of fill required.   If we can exit the 

road with only a 45 degree turn the 

requirement for fill is reduced considerably.   

Other requirements for ground also include 

traction, soil compactness and how flat and 

level the ground is.  I often ask customers to 

imaging pulling a large 5th wheel RV in with a 

2-wheel drive pickup.  If you can’t get in with 

that, we are unlikely to get in pulling the 

house. 

Customers often imagine that we can 

somehow magically traverse the ground 

pulling vary large and heavy loads when this 

is simply not the case.  Even when large 

crawlers and winches are used there can be 

large and costly difficulties getting the 

building moved into poor soil conditions. 

 

When grading an elevated lane way, 

consider that if we are driving on a 16’ 

wide lane with a 16’ wide bunk, our 

wheels are 21’ outside to outside.  

While our dollies can travel on the 

embankment of the road, there is a 

limit to how much and how far this can 

be done.  

 

 

  



Site clearing and grading requirements 

It’s important to determine if your mover will place the building onto the foundation from the end or from the side 

(what is called the side may what you think of as the front or back of your house). 

 

 



Keep in mind not only the requirements slide the house on as shown in these pictures, but any requirements to drive 

the house up to the foundation, and in some cases, requirements to turn the house around in the yard if it is required 

to enter the property the wrong way around.  

I often ask customers to imagine moving or turning around a car in an area only twice as long as it’s length.  As difficult 

as this sounds, customers often don’t think about this when we ask for a 120’ of extra area to turn a building where 

the truck and load are almost that long as well. 

Keep in mind these are bare minimum requirements and more space always helps the move go smoother. 

 



Elevation of the off load area 

We ask that the elevation of the “pad” or area we will park the building be within 2’ to 4’ of the elevation of the top of 

the foundation.  Any lower than this is too low to be able to lower the building onto the basement, any hire requires 

extra cribbing and safety systems. 

The following pictures show an excellent example of grading, elevation and off loading area. 

 



 



 

  



Foundation beam pockets 

When we use beams and dollies we require pockets or slots in the foundation to be included in the construction to our 

specifications.  Always check with the mover for the pocket locations.  Factors in the building design such as build outs 

and porches can affect the center of gravity and pocket location. 

Do not let your foundation contractor confuse the building movers beam pockets with the main beam pockets 

required to support the building after the job is complete. 

  



Beam pockets can be constructed by creating a 24” x 24” opening in the wall at the pocket location.  Note that the 

dimensions need to be the inside clear opening to any bucking that may be in place. 

As an alternative to creating dedicated pocket openings, basement windows can often be planned in pocket locations. 

  



Building’s main beam bracing detail 

Normally we require the main beam to be installed prior to our arrival unless alternative arrangements are made with 

us. 

Normally your foundation contractor will supply and install the main beam.  Some home owners also choose to install 

their own beams.  If the beams are installed they need to be braced as follows. 

 

 

 


